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*These are just suggestions. 

Students may read books of their choice.* 
 

Choose and appropriate book from the following authors:  

Andrew Clements, Avi, Matt Christopher, Paula Danziger, Lois Lowry, Judy Blume, 

Louis Sachar, Tony DiTerlizzi, Laura Ingalls Wilder. 

 

Choose an appropriate book from the following series: 

American Girl by various authors, Bailey School Kids by Dadey, Boxcar Children by 

Warner, Chet Gecko Mysteries by Hale, Encyclopedia Brown by Sobol, Geronimo 

Stilton by Stilton, Judy Moody by McDonald, Mallory by Friedman, Outside, Inside 

series by Markle, You Choose by various authors, Who Is/Was? series by various 

authors, What Was? series by various authors, Where Is? series by various 

authors, 39 Clues series by various authors.  

 

Or choose a book from the list below: 

 
Title: Mr. Popper’s Penguins 
Author: Richard and Florence Atwater 
F&P Level: Q 
* Newbery Honor Book 
Summary: The unexpected delivery of a large crate containing an Antarctic penguin 

changes the life and fortunes of Mr. Popper, a house painter obsessed by dreams of the 

Polar regions.  
 
Title: Peter and the Starcatchers 
Author: Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson 
F&P Level: X 
Summary: Peter, an orphan boy, and his friend Molly fight off thieves and pirates in 

order to keep a secret safe away from the diabolical Black Stache and his evil associate 

Mister Grin. 
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Title: The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane 
Author: Kate DiCamillo 
F&P Level: Q 
Summary: Once, in a house on Egypt Street, there lived a china rabbit named Edward 

Tulane. The rabbit was very pleased with himself, and for good reason, he was owned by a 

girl named Abilene who treated him with the utmost care and adored him completely.  

Then, one day, he was lost. We also recommend other books by this author. 
 

Title: Benjamin Pratt and the Keepers of the School: We the Children (Book One) 
Author: Andrew Clements 
Summary: Benjamin Pratt’s school is about to become the site of a new amusement park. It 

sounds like a dream come true.  Lately, Ben has been wondering if he’s going to like an 

amusement park in the middle of his town with all the buses and traffic and eight dollar 

slices of pizza. It’s going to change everything.  It’s a race to keep the school from turning into a ticket 

booth, and these kids are about to discover just how threatening a little knowledge can be. 
 
Title: The Last of the Really Great Whangdoodles 
Author: Julie Andrews Edwards 
F&P Level: X 
Summary: What on earth is a Whangdoodle? It’s a "fanciful creature of undefined nature". 

It was also once the wisest, kindest, most fun-loving living thing in the world, until people 

stopped believing in it. When that lack of faith became widespread, the last of the really 

great Whangdoodles created a special land full of extraordinary creatures such as furry Flukes, the sly 

High-Behind Splintercat, and the wonderful Whiffle Bird. When an open-minded professor, the one adult 

who still believes in the Whangdoodle, joins forces with three children with active imaginations, they 

become an unstoppable team on a fantastic and sometimes terrifying journey to Whangdoodleland. 
 

Title: The Moffats 
Author: Eleanor Estes 
Summary: Meet the Moffats. There is Sylvie, the oldest, the cleverest, and most days at 

least, the responsible one; Joey, who though only twelve, is the man of the 

house...sometimes; Janey, who has a terrific upside-down way of looking at the world; and 

Rufus, who may be the littlest but always gets in the biggest trouble. Even the most 

ordinary Moffat day is packed with extraordinary fun. Only a Moffat could get locked in a breadbox all 

afternoon, or dance with a dog in front of the whole town, or hitch a ride on a boxcar during 

kindergarten recess. Only a Moffat could turn mistakes and mischief into hilarious one-of-a-kind 

adventures. 
 

Title: The Whipping Boy 
Author: Sid Fleischman 
F&P Level: R 
* Newbery Award, ALA Notable Children's Book & "School Library Journal" Best Book 
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Summary: Jemmy, once a poor boy living on the streets, now lives in a castle. As the whipping boy, he 

bears the punishment when Prince Brat misbehaves for it is forbidden to spank, thrash, or whack the 

heir to the throne. The two boys have nothing in common and even less reason to like one another. When 

they find themselves taken hostage after running away, they are left with no choice but to trust each 

other.  We also recommend other books by this author. 
 

Title: The Man Who Walked Between the Towers 
Author: Michael Gerstein 
F&P Level: L 
* Caldecott Medal 
Summary: The true story of the French trapeze artist Philippe Petit, who in 1974, 

walked a tightrope suspended between the World Trade Center Towers before they 

were completed.  
 

Title: Jackie and Me 
Author: Dan Gutman 
F&P Level: T 
Summary: Like every other kid in his class, Joe has to write a report on an African 

American who's made an important contribution to society. Unlike every other kid in his 

class, Joe has a special talent. With the help of old baseball cards, he can travel through 

time. For his report, Joe decides to go back to meet one of the greatest baseball players 

ever, Jackie Robinson, to find out what it was like to be the man who broke baseball's color barrier. Joe 

plans on writing a prize-winning report. But he doesn't plan on a trip that will for a short time change the 

color of his skin and forever change his view of history and his definition of courage. We also 
recommend other books by this author. 
 

Title: Elizabeth Blackwell: Girl Doctor  
Author: Joanne Landers Henry 
F&P Level: O 
Summary: The life of the first woman doctor in the Unites States who worked in England 

and America to open the field of medicine to women.  We also recommend others in this 
series. 

 
 

Title: Our Only May Amelia 
Author: Jennifer L. Holm 
F&P Level: R 
Summary: As the only girl in a Finnish American family of seven brothers, May Amelia 

Jackson resents being expected to act like a lady while growing up in the state of 

Washington in 1899. 
 

 
Title: The Dinosaurs of Waterhouse Hawkins 
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Author: Barbara Kerley 
F&P Level: M 
*Caldecott Honor Book. 
Summary: The true story of Victorian artist Benjamin Waterhouse Hawkins, who built life-sized models 

of dinosaurs in the hope of educating the world about what these awe-inspiring ancient animals were like.  
 

Title: 42 Old Cemetery Road: Dying to Meet You (Book One) 
Author: Kate Klise 
F&P Level: U 
Summary: Ignatius B. Grumply moves into the Victorian mansion at 43 Old Cemetery Road 

hoping to find some peace and quiet so he can crack a wicked case of writer's block. But 43 

Old Cemetery Road is already occupied by eleven-year-old Seymour, his cat Shadow, and an 

irritable ghost named Olive. It's hard to say who is more outraged. A grumpy old ghost just might inspire 

this grumpy old man.  
 

Title: Where the Mountain Meets the Moon 
Author: Grace Lin 
* Caldecott Honor Book 
Summary: In this enchanting adventure, Minli, whose name means “quick thinking,” lives with 

her desperately poor parents at the confluence of Fruitless Mountain and the Jade River. 

While her mother worries and complains about their lot, her father brightens their evenings with 

storytelling. One day, after a goldfish salesman promises that his wares will bring good luck, Minli spends 

one of her only two coins in an effort to help her family. After her mother ridicules what she believes to 

be a foolish purchase, Minli sets out to find the Old Man of the Moon, who, it is told, may impart the 

true secret to good fortune. Along the way, she finds excitement, danger, humor, magic, and wisdom, and 

she befriends a flightless dragon, a talking fish, and other companions in her quest.   
 

Title: The New Way Things Work 
Author: David Macaulay 
Summary: Text and numerous detailed illustrations introduce and explain the scientific 

principles and workings of hundreds of machines and includes new material about digital 

technology. 
 
Title: The Doll People 
Author: Ann M. Martin 
Summary: A family of porcelain dolls that has lived in the same house for one hundred 

years is taken aback when a new family of plastic dolls arrives and doesn’t follow “The 

Doll Code of Honor”.  We also recommend other books in this series or other books by 
this author. 

 
Title: Tap Dancing on the Roof: Sijo (Poems) 
Author: Linda Sue Park 
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Summary: Sijo, a traditional Korean verse form, has a fixed number of stressed             syllables and a 

humorous or ironic twist at the end. Like haiku, sijo are brief, and the witty last line winds up each poem 

with a surprise. The verses in this book illuminate funny, unexpected, amazing aspects of the everyday; 

of breakfast, thunder and lightning, houseplants, tennis, and even freshly laundered socks. 
 

Title: Science Verse 
Author: Jon Scieszka  
Summary: When the teacher tells his class that they can hear the poetry of science in 

everything, a student is struck with a curse and begins hearing nothing but science 

verses that sound very much like some well-known poems. 
 

 
Title: The Invention of Hugo Cabret 
Author: Brian Selznick 
Summary: Orphan, clock keeper, and thief, Hugo lives in the walls of a busy Paris train 

station, where his survival depends on secrets and anonymity. When his world suddenly 

interlocks with a girl and a bitter old man who runs a toy booth in the station, Hugo's 

undercover life and his most precious secret are put in jeopardy.  
 

“Just-Right” Books Five Finger Test 

 


